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The bugle for Lok Sabha
election 2024 has been

sounded by the CPI(M) on
Tuesday from the elegant
square in front of
Thiruvananthapuram Raj
Bhavan. Sitaram Yechury, the
CPI(M) all India General
Secretary flew down to the cap-
ital city to inaugurate the party’s
demonstration demanding the
sacking of Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan whom the
party commissar described as
the stooge of the Sangh Parivar.

“This mammoth rally is the
ultimatum to the Sangh Parivar
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who are out to infiltrate
into the higher education cen-
ters of India to influence the
minds of the youngsters with
reactionary curriculum. The

Sangh Parivar elements have
taken control of Jawaharlal
Nehru University. Jamia Milia
Islamia, Aligarh Muslim
University, Central Universities
across the country which were
centers of excellence till 2014.
We have to get these institu-
tions liberated from the shack-
les of the Saffron brigade,” said
Yechury in his battle cry.

The CPI(M)’s glamour boy
asked the people not to believe
even a single word spoken by
Prime Minister Modi. “He is
repeating what Adolf Hitler did
in Germany before the Second
World War. Hitler created a
wrong notion among the
Germans that they were the
blessed people with high intel-
ligence and asked them to fin-
ish off other people. The
Germans believed him and
paid a high price for their
thoughtlessness,” declared the
CPI(M) boss.

The demonstration and
laying in siege to Raj Bhavan
was held in the backdrop of the
deteriorated ties between Arif
Mohammed Khan and the

CPI(M). The LDF Government
led by Pinarayi Vijayan has
clipped the wings of Governor
Khan by ousting him from the
post of Chancellors in the uni-
versities in the State. Yechury
declared that there was nothing
surprising in the ouster of the
Governor from the post of
Chancellor. “Arif Mohammed
Khan is holding the
Chancellor’s post because of the
goodwill of the CPI(M). There
is no doubt that he should go,”
declared Yechury.

All constituent units of the
LDF were in attendance to
hear and applause the speech
delivered by Yechury. “All of
you should bear in mind that
India is not  one country as

claimed by Modi. The Prime
Minister does not know about
India and that is why he goes
around the world claiming
credit for everything,” said
Yechury.

Though the CPI(M) had
claimed that more than a lakh
people would take part in the
demonstration, police sources
said that there were 25,000 peo-
ple. In a show of solidarity with
the party who wants to oust the
Governor, thousands of work-
ers from Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Programme joined
the demonstration. They were
transported to Raj Bhavan
from far away places like
Kannur and Kasaragod.
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Close on the heels of a sen-
sational killing of a girl in

the national Capital, a similar
murder took place in
Azamgarh where the body of
the victim was recovered in
several pieces on Tuesday
morning. After brutally killing
the girl and chopping her body
into pieces, the killer dumped
the body into a well.

The local police rushed to
the spot along with senior offi-
cers and took out the body
pieces and sent them for autop-
sy. Further investigations are
being made to identify the
victim and to arrest the killer.

The incident came to light
when the people of the village
came out of the village for their
farming work. During this,

someone looked into a well at
the roadside and saw the muti-
lated body of a young girl lying
in it. The villagers informed
the police about the incident.
On getting information, the
police rushed to the spot.

According to reports,
some villagers in Gauri Ka

Pura of Paschimpatti village in
Azamgarh district reached the
well on Tuesday morning and
were shocked to see some
pieces of a body inside the
well. They immediately called
the police who took out all the
pieces and later suspected it to
be a woman, probably in their

mid-twenties. The girl’s head,
arms and legs were chopped
off. There were no clothes on
the body of the deceased and
it appeared that she was gang-
raped before being killed. A
watch was also found in one of
the hands of the girl. Station
House Officer Yogendra
Bahadur Singh said it
appeared that the victim was
killed two days ago but they
were waiting for a post-
mortem report besides trying
to ascertain the identity of the
victim.

Meanwhile, a woman and
her daughter were found mur-
dered in their home in
Ghazipur district. Both were
probably killed some time on
Sunday night and the victims
were found dead on Monday
morning.
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After many months Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee on Tuesday directly
targeted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for not releas-
ing funds to her State and won-
dered whether she would have
to catch his feet to get the
MNREGA and other funds
released. Speaking in a meet-
ing at Jhargram the Chief
Minister said “despite repeat-
ed requests to the Prime
Minister, funds legally due to
the State have not been
released … these are not per-
sonal funds … they do not
come from anyone’s zamindari
(landed estate) … they are tax-
payers’ money and rightfully
belong to the people of Bengal
who are being deprived of
what is legally theirs.”

She said that those who
were at the helm in the Centre
should “either release the funds

or step down from power… I
have several times written to
them and requested them for
funds … now will I have to
catch their feet to get these
funds released … they will not
do any kindness to us by
release the funds … this is our
right to get what is rightfully
ours.”

Banerjee has of late --- par-
ticularly after the stepped up
actions of ED and CBI in the
State --- refrained from mak-
ing adverse remarks against the
Prime Minister. Instead she has
often found praising him while
holding Home Minister Amit
Shah for conspiring against
Bengal and the Trinamool

Congress.
Saying that either the

Centre should release the
money or they should stop col-
lecting Goods and Services
Tax. “What is the point in giv-
ing GST if we do not get our
share from it … either they
should release the funds or
they should stop claiming
GST,” Banerjee said.

Banerjee was visiting the
tribal-dominated Jhargram
district for the first time after
her ministerial colleague Akhil
Giri kicked up a storm a few
days ago by making disparag-
ing remarks against President
Droupadi Murmu for which
the Chief Minister had to

make a public apology. Taking
a swipe at the Centre for with-
holding hundred-days funds
for several months --- a devel-
opment that had irked lakhs of
people in the villages ahead of
next year’s panchayat elections
--- Banerjee said “the poor
people are suffering and the
government has held back the
MNREGA funds … why
should they deprive the poor
people of their basic needs …
what is their fault,” wondering
whether there was an erosion
in the democratic values in the
country. “Are we living in a
democracy? … Has India
become a one-party rule?” she
asked.
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The Congress on Tuesday
released a list of 40 star

campaigners, which includes
former party presidents Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi and
party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

Newly elected Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel are among
the other prominent names
on the list. The list also includes
former deputy chief minister of
Rajasthan Sachin Pilot who is
not on very good terms with
Gehlot who is currently the
monitoring the assembly elec-
tions of Gujarat due in first
week of December.

Rahul Gandhi, who’s name
also figured as star campaign-
ers in the just concluded polls
in Himachal Pradesh, did not
campaigned there but sources
in the party said the Lok Sabha
MP is scheduled to conduct a
couple of road shows in the poll
bound Gujarat which also hap-

pens to be the home state of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Former chief ministers
of Madhya Pradesh, Digvijaya
Singh and Kamal Nath, are also
scheduled to campaign in
Gujarat where state leaders
have shouldered most of the
campaign efforts so far.
Kanhaiya Kumar, who joined
the Congress last year, will
also campaign for the party.

The list of star campaign-
ers also features around 11
leaders from the state, includ-

ing Gujarat Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC) president
Jagdish Thakor and Leader of
Opposition Sukhram Rathva.
One of the names missing
from the list of star campaign-
ers is that of Shashi Tharoor
who last visited Gujarat while
contesting the polls for the post
of party president last month.
Election to the 182 Assembly
seats in Gujarat will be held in
two phases, on December 1
and 5, while the results will be
out on December 8.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday

said the tribal communities
would no longer remain
deprived but get all their
rights in Uttar Pradesh,
including housing, water, and
power among others.
Greeting citizens on the occa-
sion of ‘Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas’ to celebrate the birth
anniversary of Birsa Munda
in Sonbhadra, the CM said:
“The tribal communities were
always neglected by the pre-

vious governments, but now
the Central and state govern-
ments are working together
with full commitment to
ensure their rights. The gov-
ernment has decided whether
it is Tharu, Cheru, Kol,

Musahar, Buiya, Ahariya or
any other caste or tribe, they
will be given land patta
(record of rights) under the
Forest Rights Act, 2006 and
housing under PM Awas
Yojana or CM Awas Yojana.”

The chief minister
launched 233 projects worth
Rs 575 crore and distributed
‘land pattas’. He also launched
a coffee-table book based on
12 tribes. Earlier, he per-
formed ‘annaprashan’ for a
few young children and also
visited an exhibition of local
goods.
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AClass 12 student of Aligarh
Muslim University's

Abdullah Girls College com-
mitted suicide by hanging her-
self in her room in the girls'
hostel on Monday.
Investigation revealed that the
student was depressed for the
past several years and was
undergoing treatment. Tired of
this disease, she took her life.

The girl’s family had also
reached here from Bijnor
Najibabad late in the evening,
and were not ready to allow the
police to get the post-mortem
of the girl conducted.

Four other girl students
also stay in the same room with
her. According to the events, a
program was organized in the
college campus in which she
was to participate. But she
wrote an application for the
warden/class teacher citing  ill
health and sought permission
to go to JN Medical College.

On getting permission, she
went back to the room and
committed suicide. Her fellow
students found her hanging
when they returned.
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