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The Pakistan government
on Friday filed an intra-

court appeal in the Supreme
Court against the apex court
verdict nullifying the trial of
civilians by the military courts.

Attorney General
Mansoor Awan filed the
appeal a day after the Sindh
caretaker government and
Balochistan Shuhada Forum
filed appeals against the five-
member bench judgment of
October 23, praying to set it
aside. The Supreme Court had
on October 23 declared the
trial of civilians in military
courts as “null and void” and
ordered authorities to conduct
the hearing of the cases of for-
mer prime minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Imran Khan’s support-
ers arrested for their involve-
ment in the May 9 violent
protests in ordinary criminal
courts.

“Pending the decision on

Appeal the operation of the
Impugned Order/Judgment
may graciously be suspended.
Any other relief that this
Hon’ble Court deems fit and
proper may also be granted,”
the federal government stated
in the appeal.

Separately, the provincial
governments of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
as well as the Defence Ministry
filed appeals against the judg-
ment declaring as null and
void the trial of civilians by the
military courts.

Earlier on November 13,
the Senate adopted a resolu-
tion urging the apex court to
reconsider its verdict that nul-
lified the military trials of
civilians arrested after May 9
violent demonstrations. Two
days later, scores of senators
from three major political
parties in Pakistan staged a
protest in the Senate against
what they described as the
hasty passage of the resolution
and called for its immediate

withdrawal. The government
had identified over 100 civil-
ians involved in attacks on
military installations and
handed them over to army
authorities for trial under mil-
itary regulations.

The decision to use mili-
tary courts was taken by the
government of Shehbaz Sharif,
who has since completed his
term in August and handed
over to a caretaker government
to oversee the general elections
to be held on February 8.
However, the court ordered
that their trial should be held
under civil laws in ordinary
courts, which was considered
a setback for the government
which was pushing for strict
punishment for those involved
in attacks on military build-
ings. Hundreds of Khan’s sup-
porters had stormed military
and government installations,
and even torched a general’s
house, following the former
prime minister’s brief arrest by
the Punjab Rangers on May 9.

Islamabad (PTI): Imran Khan
will register a case in the US
against State Department offi-
cial Donald Lu if the jailed for-
mer prime minister doesn’t
get justice from Pakistani
courts, his sister Aleema Khan
has said.

Khan, the 71-year-old
chairman of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party is
currently detained in Adiala jail
in Rawalpindi on judicial
remand in the cipher case.

The purported cipher
(secret diplomatic cable) con-
tained an account of a meeting
between US State Department
officials, including Assistant
Secretary of State for the
Bureau of South & Central
Asian Affairs Donald Lu and
Pakistani envoy Asad Majeed
Khan last year. Khan, who
served as prime minister of
Pakistan from August 2018 to
April 2022, is accused of mis-
using the contents of the cipher
to build a narrative that his gov-
ernment was ousted due to a
conspiracy hatched by the US,
a charge repeatedly denied by
Washington. The PTI chief ’s
sister made the comment in a
press conference after meeting
him in the Adiala Jail, Geo
News reported on Friday.

“Chairman PTI said if he
does not get justice from
Pakistani courts, then they
would file a case against
Donald Lu in US courts,”
Aleema was quoted as saying in
the report. She added that the
party believes that the US
embassy in Pakistan was
involved in the conspiracy to
topple Khan’s government.

On Tuesday, the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) issued a stay
order against Khan in the case,
seeking information about the
“circumstances” that prompted
the trial to be conducted in a
high-security Rawalpindi
prison. Aleema said that the
IHC issued a stay order, and
those clauses were added in the
case that can lead to a death
sentence or life imprisonment.

“We should be told what
crime was committed by the
PTI chairman that such claus-
es were added. Rana Sanaullah
(Pakistan’s former federal min-
ister for interior) registered a
case against the PTI chairman
[we] should get justice in
Pakistan,” she said.
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Dhaka (PTI): Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on Friday said the “trust
deficit” among nations and the
lack of respect for internation-
al laws have led to the ongoing
war in Ukraine and the car-
nage in Palestine, urging glob-
al leaders to be united to put
an end to the conflicts.

“These conflicts call for an
urgent need to create genuine
trust and mutual respect
among the warring nations
and involved international
actors,” Hasina said during
the virtual address of two-day
2nd Voice of Global South
Summit hosted by her Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi.

The Bangladesh premier
particularly expressed her pro-
found concern at the “tragic,
inhuman existence of the hap-
less Palestinians in the face of
merciless carnage” and said: “It
is time for all of us to unite as
one world and demand the end
of the conflict”. The summit
titled “Together for Everyone’s
Growth with Everyone’s Trust”
drew participants from 125
countries.

Hasina joined the event
virtually from her
Ganobhaban official residence
here.She regretted that Global
South was being exposed to
hardships and new challenges
as “there have now appeared
sanctions and counter-sanc-
tions” due to trust deficit. “In
this critical time, the world
must unite as one and
strengthen ‘Everyone’s Trust’ to
achieve ‘Everyone’s Growth’,”
the premier said.

Hasina said the mutual
trust and enhanced global
unity appeared more crucial as
“our world is plagued with
unbearable poverty, undesir-
able inequality, intolerable ter-
rorism, and the catastrophic
threat of climate change”.

The premier appreciated
Prime Minister Modi for con-
vening the “2nd Voice of the
Global South Summit 2023”
and for “constantly raising the
voice of the Global South all
through the G20 Presidency”.

Hasina said the Global
South was poised to play a piv-
otal role in shaping the future
of this hemisphere as “we are
often vulnerable to various
socio-economic challenges”.
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Ukraine’s marine corps said
on Friday it has secured

multiple bridgeheads on the
eastern bank of the Dnieper
River in the Kherson region in
fighting it described as having
left nearly 3,500 Russians killed
or wounded and dozens of
ammunition depots, tanks,
armoured vehicles and other
weaponry destroyed.

The Marine Infantry
Command’s claims are the first
to come directly from the
Ukrainian military about
advances across one of Russia’s
most significant strategic bar-
riers. Earlier this week, Andriy
Yermak, head of the presi-
dent’s office, confirmed for the
first time that Ukraine had
established a foothold on the
eastern side of the river.

The wide river is a natural
dividing line along the south-
ern battlefront and Moscow’s
forces have used it since leav-
ing the area around the city of
Kherson in November 2022 to
prevent Ukrainian troops from
advancing further toward
Russian-annexed Crimea.

Western officials with
knowledge of intelligence,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the sen-
sitive information, said on
Thursday that Ukraine has
portions of three brigades
across the river and was expect-
ed to make small gains as
Russians have so far been
unable to repel them.

“The Ukrainians have seen
an opportunity there and taken
it,” one official said. “What
we’ve not seen is the Russians
being able to push them back
from that position.”

The Associated Press could
not independently confirm the
Ukrainian reports that it has
established a foothold on the
eastern bank of the Dnieper
River or its battlefield claims.

Ukraine provided no time-
line for how long it took to
establish its position on the
eastern bank. Its forces have
crossed the river in small
groups since the summer to
create a foothold near the

Kherson bridge, and more
recently sought to expand their
presence in nearby villages on
the east bank.

The gains that could open
up a path to Crimea are con-
sidered small in the overall
ground war, which intelligence
officials said was essentially at
a standstill despite a Ukrainian
counteroffensive that had once
been expected to alter the
momentum.

“Neither side is currently
capable of mounting decisive
offensive operations on the
land in the foreseeable future,”
one official said.

Ukraine is struggling off
the battlefield for support from
allies as the world’s attention
has turned to Israel’s war
against Hamas militants on
the Gaza Strip. A US funding
package passed on Thursday
included no additional aid for

Ukraine, and the European
Union has said it can’t deliver
the munitions it promised.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in a
meeting with British Foreign
Secretary David Cameron on
Wednesday lamented that the
divided attention on two wars
in the world had not helped his
cause.

Cameron, a former UK
prime minister who was
appointed to the post in a sur-
prise announcement this week,
was in Kyiv on his first diplo-
matic trip to show his support
for Ukraine. But the visit came
with no additional promise of
military funds.

Ukraine said its troops
killed more than 1,200 Russian
soldiers and wounded more
than 2,200 in a series of oper-
ations to establish its position
on the eastern riverbank. It said

it destroyed 29 ammunition
stores, two dozen tanks, four
dozen armoured combat vehi-
cles, 89 artillery systems, water-
craft, command posts and
other vehicles.

Ukraine did not disclose
the number of its own casual-
ties. When news of Ukraine’s
advances across the river were
reported earlier in the week, the
Moscow-appointed governor
for the Russia-occupied part of
the Kherson region, Vladimir
Saldo, said Ukrainian forces
were facing a “fiery hell” in
fighting in the village of Krynky
and were being destroyed “on
a large scale”.

Saldo said on Telegram
that Ukraine had lost up to two
battalions crossing the river
and trying to maintain their
hold on the east bank. Those
claims could not be indepen-
dently verified. 
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London (AP): The lower
house of Russia’s parliament,
the State Duma, approved a
federal budget Friday that
increases spending by around
25 per cent in 2024 and
devotes a record amount to
defense. The budget for 2024-
2026 was developed specifical-
ly to fund the Russian military
and to mitigate the impact of
“17,500 sanctions” on Russia,
State Duma Chairman
Vyacheslav Volodin said. 

Under the spending plan,
the country’s largest ever,
defense spending is expected
to overtake social spending
next year for the first time in
modern Russian history. 

The development comes as
the Kremlin is eager to shore
up support for President
Vladimir Putin before a March
presidential election. 

Record low unemploy-
ment, higher wages and target-
ed social spending should help
the Kremlin ride out the

domestic impact of pivoting
the economy to a war footing
but could pose a problem in
the long term, analysts say. 

The budget “is about get-
ting the war sorted in Ukraine
and about being ready for a
military confrontation with
the West in perpetuity,”
Richard Connolly, an expert on
Russia’s military and economy
at the Royal United Services
Institute in London, has said.

“This amounts to the
wholesale remilitarization of
Russian society,” he said.

The Russian Communist
Party voted against the budget,
criticising what it described as
“low pensions” and not enough
financial support for elderly
people, Russian state news
agency Tass said. 

The budget will now go to
the Federation Council — the
upper chamber of Russia’s par-
liament — for approval and
eventually to Putin for signing. 

“In these difficult condi-

tions, we have managed to
adopt a budget that will not
only allocate the necessary
funds for our country’s defense,
but which will also provide all
the required funds to guaran-
tee the state’s social obligations,”
State Duma First Deputy
Chairman Alexander Zhukov
said, according to Tass. Russia’s
Finance Ministry said it expects
spending to reach 36.66 trillion
rubles (around USD 411 bil-
lion) in 2024, with a predicted
budget deficit of 0.8 per cent of
Russia’s gross domestic prod-
uct. Part of the Russian budget
is secret as the Kremlin tries to
conceal its military plans and
sidestep scrutiny of its war in
Ukraine. Independent busi-
ness journalists Farida
Rustamova and Maksim
Tovkaylo said on their
Telegram channel, Faridaily,
that around 39 per cent of all
federal spending will go to
defense and law enforcement in
2024.
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The granddaughter of a for-
mer Pakistan Army chief

and a leader of ex-prime min-
ister Imran Khan’s party who
was arrested for her alleged
involvement in the May 9 vio-
lence was re-arrested on Friday
soon after she was released
from jail here.

Khadija Shah, Gen Asif
Nawaz Janjua’s granddaughter
and a fashion designer by pro-
fession, was detained for a
period of 30 days under the
Maintenance of Public Order
(MPO) ordinance as soon as
she came out of Lahore’s Kot
Lakhpat Jail in Punjab province.
“Her release may cause a law-
and-order situation in the
province,” the Punjab police
said. Shah had been in jail for
the last six months in connec-
tion with attacks on the Lahore
Corps Commander House and
the plaza owned by the son of
former army chief Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa here.

At least 10,000 Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) lead-
ers and workers were arrested
across the country for alleged-
ly attacking and setting ablaze
the state and military installa-
tions including the army’s head-
quarters in Rawalpindi and the
ISI building in Faisalabad city
on May 9 following the crick-
eter-turned-politician’s arrest
in a corruption case by the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB).

Shah got bail in all four ter-
rorism cases and the anti-ter-

rorism court of Lahore on
Friday ordered her immediate
release. However, as she walked
free from jail, a heavy contin-
gent of police reached outside
the Kot Lakhpat Jail and arrest-
ed her in a public order ordi-
nance. The Lahore deputy com-
missioner has issued her deten-
tion order.

Meanwhile, Shah has been
booked in another terrorism
case related to the May 9 vio-
lence in Peshawar. The re-
arrest of May 9 suspects has
become a new normal in
Pakistan as PTI President
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi and
dozens of other leaders are
among those who secured bail
in a number of terrorism cases
related to the “Black Day” vio-
lence but re-arrested as soon as
they walked out of jail.

Earlier, Shah had written an
open letter from jail seeking
“empathy and humanity” for
the party’s 19 women prisoners
including herself. Shah said
she had been incarcerated for

over four months for “peaceful-
ly participating” in the May 9
protest. “Each PTI woman pris-
oner at Kot Lakhpat Jail Lahore
has borne unimaginable pun-
ishment,” she said. Writing
about the plight of 18 “innocent
women” imprisoned alongside
her, Shah said: “These women
prisoners have no access to the
world and are unable to share
their plight; their families des-
perately struggling to balance
the demands of life without
them.”

“The women incarcerated
with me have suffered unbear-
able circumstances, and they
are waiting for the world to take
notice and speak for them.
These 18 women in captivity
are not just 18 women. They are
18 homes, 18 families, and
countless lives completely shat-
tered and at a standstill. I want
to share the tragedy that is
unfolding with each passing day
to elicit the empathy and
humanity that must exist in us
all,” the letter read.
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Peshawar (PTI): A top Pakistani court has ordered to
remove from the Exit Control List the names of the wife
and children of Dr Shakil Afridi, incarcerated since 2011
for helping the CIA track down al-Qaeda chief Osama
bin Laden in Pakistan’s garrison city of Abbottabad. A
single-member bench of the Peshawar HC issued the
order on Thursday on a writ petition filed by Imrana
Shakil, Afridi’s wife. The exit control list (ECL) is a list
of people prohibited from leaving Pakistan for varied
legal reasons. Arif Jan Afridi, petitioner’s counsel,
informed the court that his client has been arrested on
spying charges for the USA and sentenced to 23 years
imprisonment by different courts in Pakistan. “No crime
has been proved against my client Imrana Shakil. Neither
has she been arrested yet. Names of Imrana Shakil
and her children have been placed in the ECL mere-
ly on the basis of some reports,” the counsel said.
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Pakistan’s caretaker Finance
Minister Shamshad Akhtar

has said Pakistan’s economy
continues to remain fragile
despite improvements and the
cash-strapped nation would
have to go for more IMF loans
for some time, a media report
said on Friday.

Akhtar also emphasised
that Pakistan needs strong
financial reforms to strength-
en its economy, the Dawn
newspaper quoted her as say-
ing. “The next International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
gramme is very necessary for
some time as the economy has
returned to stability that was
still very fragile. Until we are
able to increase exports and
domestic resources, we will
need another programme,”
Akhtar said. Her remarks came
a day after the Pakistan govern-
ment and the IMF concluded
a review of the ongoing USD
3 billion stand-by agreement
with a staff-level agreement,
opening the way for Pakistan
to get USD 700 million in the
second tranche. She said there
was no more refuge from
undertaking long-standing
reforms. “The country will
not survive without this.
Probably, we will have to go

into another EFF [Extended
Fund Facility]. We will remain
engaged with the IMF,” she said
but hastened to add that this
may be premature to talk
about. Akhtar said her priori-
ty was to immediately start
working on the last USD 1.1
billion tranche under the cur-
rent facility so that the new
government should not face
any difficulty, but “if we get
time, we will also discuss this
[new programme] as well”.
She also outlined key aspects of
the IMF agreement, affirming
the government’s commitment
to regular tariff adjustments,
including a planned gas price
hike in January to prevent the
accumulation of circular debt
in both the gas and power sec-
tors. The electricity and gas
rates would be “continuously
revised” and their costs con-
trolled besides transferring
their management to the pri-
vate sector as soon as possible
and institutionalising ongoing
campaigns against power and
gas theft, she said.

She said Pakistan would
also need to adhere to the mar-
ket-determined exchange rate
completely, remain responsive
through adequate monetary
policy adjustment, particular-
ly to core inflation, and bring
four more state-owned enter-

prises in line with the financing
and governance template of the
newly approved SOE law.

Akhtar also tried to allay con-
cerns regarding the external
financing gap and expressed con-
fidence over the achievement of
the tax collection target. She said
the government would remain
committed to fiscal consolidation
for macroeconomic stability and
balanced growth. She said that
unlike in the past, no prior action
was required by the IMF manage-
ment this time before approving
the staff-level agreement, taking
total releases under the USD 3 bil-
lion programme to USD 1.9 bil-
lion and leaving USD 1.1 billion
for the next and final review.

Addressing the postpone-
ment of the new USD 1.5 billion
international bond, Akhtar cited
high interest rates and costly
market conditions as key factors.

“I have decided to postpone
the new (international) bond. It
is going to be expensive. Interest
rates are very high. So, we cannot
go to the international market,”
she said, adding that the govern-
ment would repay the USD 1 bn
bond that would be maturing in
April next year.
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