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tion, radiation and other condi-
tions, were strapped for the six-
week mission, scheduled to end
with the capsule's splashdown in
the Pacific in October.

Even though no one was on
board, thousands of people jammed
the coast to see the rocket soar. Vice
President Kamala Harris was
expected among the VIPs.

The launch is the first flight in
NASA's 21st-century moon-explo-
ration programme, named Artemis
after Apollo's mythological twin sis-
ter.

Assuming the test goes well,
astronauts will climb aboard for the
second flight and fly around the
moon and back as soon as 2024. 

A two-person lunar landing
could follow by the end of 2025.

The problems seen Monday
were reminiscent of NASA's space
shuttle era, when hydrogen fuel
leaks disrupted countdowns and
delayed a string of launches back in
1990.

Launch director Charlie
Blackwell-Thompson and her team
also had to deal with a communi-
cation problem involving the Orion
capsule.

Engineers scrambled to under-
stand an 11-minute delay in the
communication lines between
Launch Control and Orion that
cropped up late Sunday. 

Although the problem had
cleared by Monday morning,
NASA needed to know why it
occurred before committing to a
launch. 
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Fuel leaks and a possible crack
discovered during final liftoff
preparations threatened to

delay the launch of NASA's mighty
new moon rocket Monday morn-
ing on its shakedown flight with
three test dummies aboard.

As precious minutes ticked
away, NASA repeatedly stopped
and started the fuelling of the
Space Launch System rocket with
nearly 1 million gallons of super-
cold hydrogen and oxygen because
of a leak. 

The fuelling already was run-
ning nearly an hour late because of
thunderstorms off Florida's
Kennedy Space Centre.

The leak appeared in the same

place that saw seepage during a
dress rehearsal back in the spring.

Then a second apparent leak in
a valve turned up, officials said.

Later in the morning, a crack
or some other defect was spotted on
the core stage — the big orange fuel
tank with four main engines on it
— with frost appearing around the
suspect area, NASA officials said. 

Engineers began studying the
buildup.

The rocket was set to lift off on
a mission to put a crew capsule into
orbit around the moon. 

The launch represents a major
milestone in America's quest to put
astronauts back on the lunar sur-
face for the first time since the
Apollo programme ended 50 years
ago.

NASA's assistant launch direc-
tor, Jeremy Graeber, said after the
repeated struggles with the first
leak that the space agency would
have to decide whether to go for-
ward with the Monday morning
launch.

"We have a lot of work to get
to that point," Graeber cautioned.

If Monday's launch can't go
forward, the next attempt would-
n't be until Friday at the earliest.

The 322-foot rocket is the
most powerful ever built by NASA,
out-muscling even the Saturn V
that took the Apollo astronauts to
the moon.

No astronauts were inside the
rocket's Orion capsule. 

Instead, the test dummies, fit-
ted with sensors to measure vibra-
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Iran's president warned
Monday that any roadmap to

restore Tehran's tattered nuclear
deal with world powers must see
international inspectors end their
probe on man-made uranium
particles found at undeclared
sites in the country. 

In a rare news conference
marking his first year in office,
President Ebrahim Raisi also
issued threats against Israel and
tried to sound upbeat as Iran's
economy and rial currency has
cratered under the weight of
international sanctions. 

Despite the international
attention on the deal as talks in
Vienna hang in the balance, it
took Raisi well over an hour
before fully acknowledging the
ongoing negotiations. Tehran
and Washington have traded
written responses in recent weeks
on the finer points of the
roadmap, which would see sanc-
tions lifted against Iran in
exchange for it restricting its
rapidly advancing nuclear pro-
gram. 

The International Atomic
Energy Agency for years has
sought for Iran to answer ques-
tions about man-made uranium
particles found at undeclared
sites. U.S. Intelligence agencies,
Western nations and the IAEA
have said Iran ran an organized
nuclear weapons program until
2003. Iran long has denied ever
seeking nuclear weapons.

�
�,�%�����
#�
�)��),����
��
������
��$�:�0�����������)��

���� -8@5
�F��
-�@5�?G

At least 85 Palestinians have
been killed in the West

Bank this year as Israeli forces
have carried out nightly raids
in cities, towns and villages,
making it the deadliest in the
occupied territory since 2016.

The military says the vast
majority were militants or
stone-throwers who endan-
gered the soldiers. The tally,
from the Palestinian Health
Ministry, includes Palestinians
who carried out deadly attacks
inside Israel.

But it also includes sever-
al civilians, including a veter-
an journalist and a lawyer who
apparently drove unwittingly
into a battle zone, as well as
local youths who took to the
streets in response to the inva-
sion of their neighbourhoods. 

The length and frequency
of the raids has pulled into
focus Israel's tactics in the
West Bank, where nearly 3
million Palestinians live under
a decades-long occupation and

Palestinians view the military's
presence as a humiliation and
a threat.

Israeli troops have regularly
operated across the West Bank
since Israel captured the terri-
tory in 1967. 

Israel says it is dismantling
militant networks that threat-
en its citizens, and that it
makes every effort to avoid
harming civilians. Palestinians
say the raids are aimed at
maintaining Israel's 55-year
military rule over territories
they want for a future state —
a dream that appears as remote
as ever, with no serious peace
negotiations held in over a
decade.
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Tens of thousands of people were evacuated
to safer areas by Monday as heavy rains

brought flood risks to a region of southwest
China that for most of the summer was devas-
tated by a heatwave and drought.

Heavy rain was forecast for parts of Sichuan
and Chongqing provinces through at least
Tuesday. 

Chongqing, a megacity built in a hilly area
and that also oversees the surrounding moun-
tains and countryside, issued a flash flood warn-
ing for both days. Authorities have moved 61,000
people in Sichuan to safer places since Sunday
evening as heavy rain fell overnight, state broad-
caster CCTV said Monday. 

One village under the jurisdiction of
Guangyuan city recorded 18.8 centimeters of
rain. The city was one of the two in Sichuan most
affected by the drought.

The shift in the weather brought some relief
from the heat, and full power was restored for
factories in Sichuan after two weeks of restric-
tions stemming from reduced hydropower
output.
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Pakistan has rejected allega-
tions by the Taliban's acting

defence minister about the use of
its airspace by the US for drone
attacks in Afghanistan, saying his
remarks were “highly regret-
table” and defied the “norms of
responsible diplomatic conduct.”

The allegations were made
by Mohammad Yaqoob on
Sunday, nearly a month after al-
Qaeda leader Ayman al-
Zawahiri was killed by a missile
fired from a CIA drone against
his hideout in central Kabul on
July 31.

The attack was the first
known strike by the US on a tar-
get in Afghanistan since
Washington withdrew its forces
from the war-torn country on
August 31 last year.

Yaqoob told reporters in
Kabul that US drones have been
entering Afghanistan via
Pakistan's airspace.

Foreign Office Spokes-
person Asim Iftikhar Ahmed
said in an overnight statement
that Pakistan has noted, with

deep concern, the allegation by
the Acting Defence Minister of
Afghanistan regarding the use of
Pakistan's air space in the US
counter-terrorism drone opera-
tion in Afghanistan.

“In the absence of any evi-
dence, as acknowledged by the
Afghan Minister himself, such
conjectural allegations are high-
ly regrettable and defy the norms
of responsible diplomatic con-
duct,” he said.

Pakistan reaffirmed its belief
in the sovereignty and territor-
ial integrity of all states and said
that it condemns terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations.
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China's technology hub Shen-
zhen on Monday ordered

the closure of the world's largest
electronics wholesale market to
contain a recent spike in coro-
navirus cases in the southern
city, amidst a call by a leading
Chinese think tank for a change
in the country's 'zero-COVID'
policy that it said was causing
widespread disruption of busi-
ness.  

Merchants in the Huaqiang-
bei district, home to the world's
largest electronics market,
received an official notice that
the market will be closed till
Thursday to contain the COVID
spread.

All tenants are required to
work from home during the
period and take a nucleic acid
test every day, Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post quoted one of the district's
biggest operators, Huaqiang

Electronics World.
Key manufacturing enter-

prises, including telecommuni-
cations equipment giant Huawei
Technologies Co, China's top
chip maker Semiconductor
Manufacturing International
Corp and Apple supplier
Foxconn Technology Group,
were ordered to follow a “closed-
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The granddaughter of a former Lebanese pres-
ident and ex-diplomat on Monday

announced her candidacy for the cash-strapped
country's upcoming presidential elections on a
platform critical of Iran-backed Shiite group
Hezbollah.

The country's political woes are com-
pounded by its crippling economic crisis,
which the World Bank says is the worst world-
wide in over a century.

The Lebanese pound has lost over 90 per
cent of its value against the dollar, with three-
quarters of its population living in poverty.

Tracy Chamoun, 61, the granddaughter of
late former President Camille Chamoun, called
for key reforms to rescue Lebanon's comatose
economy and reestablish trust with international
donors.

But she especially criticised Hezbollah's
influential role in politics and security, its arms,
and its impact on Lebanese relations with Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf states.

“Lebanon cannot continue without its inde-
pendence and sovereignty and without a clear
defence strategy,” Chamoun said at a press con-
ference in Beirut.

“Lebanon cannot be ruled by one group, and
its decisions related to peace and war can only
be done through its institutions.”

Chamoun comes from a prominent
Christian political family. Her grandfather, the
late president, founded the right-wing National
Liberal Party.

She also is the daughter of Dany Chamoun,
who led the party's “Tigers” militia in the
Lebanese civil war from 1975 until 1990.

Five gunmen assassinated her father in 1990
alongside his second wife Ingrid, and their sons,

5 and 7. The couple's youngest daughter, 11
months old, survived. Chamoun, then 30, was
living in London.

Chamoun was Lebanon's ambassador to
Jordan from 2017 until her resignation in August
2020, days after the Beirut Port explosion that
killed over 200 people and wounded over 6,000
others.

Chamoun would be the second woman to
officially announce her candidacy in the
Lebanese presidential elections, after lawyer and
civil society activist Nadine Moussa in 2014.

The term of the incumbent president,
retired military general and Hezbollah-allied
Michel Aoun, ends on October 31.
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The first trial in the case of
eight members of a single

Ohio family shot to death more
than six years ago is about to
begin after several delays relat-
ed to the coronavirus pan-
demic and negotiations with
other defendants.

Defendant George Wagner
IV was charged in Pike County
Court in the 2016 slayings of
the Rhoden family near
Piketon in southern Ohio.

Wagner, 30, faces the death
penalty if convicted. Jury selec-
tion was expected to start on
Monday in county court in
Waverly, about 65 miles (105
kilometres) south of Columbus,
with opening statements next
week.

Authorities say the shoot-
ings of seven adults and a
teenage boy stemmed from a
dispute over custody of a child
that Jake Wagner had with
one of the victims. Wagner's
parents and his brother, Jake
Wagner, were also charged.

loop” system for a week that
restricted movement of employ-
ees, while keeping their pro-
duction schedules on track.

The new virus cluster has
emerged as Hong Kong, which
is close to Shenzhen, has report-
ed a big spike in cases. Hong
Kong on Monday recorded
8,488 new cases, the second such
big spread of the COVID-19 in
recent months.

The cases could peak at
20,000 next month, a govern-
ment pandemic adviser warned
on Monday, the report said.

The former British colony
has witnessed the worst outbreak
a few months ago causing exten-
sive deaths. Hong Kong so far
recorded 1,522,460 cases and
9,668 fatalities.

Recently thousands of
tourists were stranded for days
when China shut down the
biggest summer resort Sanya in
Hainan cancelling flights and
transport services to contain the

spread of the Omicron variant,
which Beijing continues to find
difficult to contain.

Shenzhen China's most
modern industrial city itself
faced several shutdowns in the
recent past to deal with sudden
spikes of the virus.

On Sunday China reported
301 locally transmitted con-
firmed COVID-19 cases in the
country, of which 161 were in
Sichuan Province, the National
Health Commission reported on
Monday.

Altogether 1,255 local
asymptomatic carriers were
newly identified on Sunday,
including 570 in Tibet and 98 in
Hainan, said the commission in
its report.

So far 5,226 people so far
have died of the virus in China.

The periodic COVID-19
lockdowns, including the shut-
ting of China's biggest city
Shanghai a few months ago, have
seriously affected supply chains
of the industrialised goods in the
world's second largest economy.

In Beijing, all the residents
currently undergo mandatory
testing three days a week to
ensure proper checks on the
periodic spikes.

The zero COVID-19 policy
was expected to continue until
the once-in-five-year congress of
the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC) is held.

The meeting during which
Chinese President Xi Jinping
was widely expected to get nom-
inated for an unprecedented
third term was expected to be
held in the next few months.
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