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The bodies of 22 people,
including four  Indians,
killed in the plane crash

in Nepal's mountainous
Mustang district on Sunday,
have been brought to
Kathmandu where the mortal
remains would be handed over
to their families after the post-
mortem on Tuesday.

The Canadian-built tur-
boprop Twin Otter 9N-AET
plane was carrying four
Indians, two Germans and 13
Nepali passengers, besides a
three-member Nepali crew
when it crashed minutes after
taking off from the tourist city
of Pokhara, officials said.

Rescuers on Monday
recovered 21 bodies from the

wreckage site of the plane
belonging to Tara Air. On
Tuesday, the last body was also
retrieved from the wreckage
site. According to Tribhuvan
International Airport (TIA)
General Manager Prem Nath
Thakur, the bodies of 10 vic-
tims were brought on Monday
evening and the bodies of the
remaining 12 were brought
here by a Nepal Army heli-
copter on Tuesday. All the bod-
ies have been sent to the
Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital for post-mortem
examinations. The bodies will
be handed to the families Oof
the victims after the post-
mortem, the official said.

The Govt  has formed a
five-member commission of
inquiry headed by senior aero-
nautical engineer Ratish
Chandra Lal Suman to find out
the cause of the Tara Air plane
crash, officials said.

According to a prelimi-
nary investigation carried out
by the Civil Aviation Authority
of Nepal (CAAN), bad weath-
er was the reason behind the
crash of the plane.The black
box of the plane was also
retrieved by a team of experi-
enced international and nation-
al mountain guides from the
crash site on Tuesday and it will
be transported to Kathmandu.

The black box, also known
as the cockpit voice recorder,
records radio transmissions
and other sounds in the cock-
pit, such as conversations
between the pilots, and engine
noises. The modern planes
have two black boxes that
includes the flight data recorder
which records more than 80
different types of information
such as speed, altitude and
direction, as well as pilot
actions and performance of
important systems.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has spoken to his

Pakistani counterpart Shehbaz
Sharif for the first time since
the latter's election last month
to discuss a range of topics,
including bilateral trade and
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Downing Street said the
call between the leaders on

Monday evening focussed on
regional and international
affairs, including the role of a
new UK Trade Envoy to
Pakistan - Conservative mem-
ber of Parliament Mark
Eastwood - appointed last year. 

Johnson also thanked
Pakistan for help in relocating
Afghans to the UK after the
Taliban takeover of Kabul. 

"Welcoming the United

Kingdom and Pakistan's strong
partnership over the past 75
years, the Prime Minister said
the relationship is incarnated in
the close ties between our peo-
ple," a Downing Street
spokesperson said in a readout
of the call. "They agreed to
strengthen those ties further
and boost trade and invest-
ment, with the Prime Minister
highlighting the appointment

of a new UK Trade Envoy to
Pakistan to drive those efforts,"
the spokesperson said.

The readout added: "On
international affairs, PM Sharif
recognised the UK's efforts to
address the crisis in Ukraine,
and the leaders agreed on the
importance of ending the
immense human suffering and
global economic instability
caused by the invasion. 
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US Senator Tammy Duckworth on
Tuesday reiterated America's sup-

port for Taiwan on her second visit in a
year to the self-governing island claimed
by China.

Duckworth, meeting with Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen, emphasized the
close economic, political and security rela-

tions between Taipei and Washington.
China sent 30 military aircraft toward

the island on Monday in an ongoing cam-
paign of regular flights. Taiwan's Defence
Ministry said it responded by scrambling
jets, putting air defense missile systems on
alert and issuing radio warnings.

Duckworth said she wanted to
"emphasise our support for Taiwan secu-
rity". The former Army helicopter pilot and

lieutenant colonel in the National Guard
cited strong bipartisan backing for a bill
she has put forward promoting coopera-
tion between Taiwan's armed forces and
the National Guard. "I do want to say that
it is more than just about military. It's also
about the economy," the Illinois Democrat
told Tsai. Tsai thanked the US government
and Congress "for the importance they
place on peace and stability. 
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Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal on

Tuesday sentenced three per-
sons to death for collaborating
with the Pakistan Army and
committing crimes against
humanity during the coun-
try's Liberation War in 1971.

"One of the convicts is a
fugitive and was tried in absen-
tia but the other two faced the
trial in person...They all were
activists of Jamaat-e-Islami
(party)," senior prosecutor Syed
Haider Ali said. Jamaat-e-
Islami was opposed to
Bangladesh's 1971 indepen-
dence from Pakistan while its
activists were the key-elements
of Pakistan military's auxiliary
units like Razakar and
Gestapo-like Al-Badar forces.
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Health authorities across
the United Kingdom on

Tuesday issued updated guid-
ance for anyone with symp-
toms to refrain from having sex
as part of efforts to contain the
spread of monkeypox.

The UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA) issued the
guidance along with authorities
in Scotland, Northern Ireland
and Wales as a further 71
cases were identified in
England this week, taking the
total in the UK to 179. Under
the guidance, people with
monkeypox are also urged to

avoid close contact with others
until their lesions have healed
and any scabs have dried off.
"We are reassuring people that
monkeypox does not usually
spread easily between people,
and the overall risk to the gen-
eral public is low," said Indian-
origin Dr Giri Shankar,
Director of Health Protection
for Public Health Wales.

"We are working with the
UK Health Security Agency,
Public Health Scotland, and
Public Health Agency
Northern Ireland to develop
this guidance, which will
ensure that the staff in Wales
have the best knowledge.
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